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The TB Epidemic Situation in the World  

Tuberculosis (TB) is a communicable disease, which has only one single pathogen that has 

the highest mortality rate in the world. According to the statistics from WHO, there is a 

new TB patient per second in the world and 1% of the world population of new TB 

patients every year. The total TB patients are 2 billion, which is one third of the world 

population.  

And these patients will have 5 to 10% chances of pathogenesis throughout their lives. 

There are approximately 9 million new patients every year in the world and 2.5% of them 

are TB patients. Southeast Asia has the highest number of TB patients and that there are 

roughly 3 million new TB patients every year. There is a person died of TB every 10 to 15 

seconds and the number of fatalities per year is about 3 million, which is 26% of all 

Preventable Death. (Information from World Health Organization, United Nations.); 

The TB Current Status and Problems in Taiwan  

In the past, control measures were taken only after the tuberculosis cases were reported and 

diagnosis confirmed by physicians. It took as long as on average 44 days from case 

reporting to registration for management by disease control units. To activate earlier the 

disease control mechanism, the CDC promoted a policy to report all suspects; and once 

reported, to register them for management. Together with monthly quality monitoring, time 

required for reporting had been reduced from 44 days in the past to only two; and unusual 

rate in reporting time had been reduced from 10% in 2002 to less than 1% in July 2005. 

To stress the importance of sputum-testing, a testing on contract network has been 

established throughout the island. Through routine monthly quality monitoring measures, 

the initial sputum-testing of cases has reached more than 95%. 

To strengthen case management, the CDC prepares each month a lost-to-contact list by 

county and city for the reference of counties and cities in improving their performance. 

Through the efforts of primary care workers, the lost-to-contact rates have seen significant 

improvement in the recent years. The 12-month lost-to-contact rate of cases in 2004, when 

compared with that of the same period in 2002, had declined from 25.5% to 11.2% (by 

56.3%); the 18-month lost-to-contact rate in 2004, when compared with that of the same 

period in 2002, had declined from 6.9% to 3.8% (by 45.3%). The age-specific standardized 



cure rates in the second-phase five-year plan (1999-2003) and the third-phase five-year 

plan (2004-2005) though were as high as 84.66% and 91.6% respectively, for being a 

chronic communicable disease distinctly different from other communicable diseases, the 

control of tuberculosis is unlikely to see instant results. Although 90% of the cases have 

been cured, the 10% open cases that are not detected and not cured either, may possibly 

cancel out all efforts of medical and public health intervention. The new cases detected 

each year and the cases placed under management each year are the same; and this is the 

dilemma in Taiwan＇s tuberculosis control. To link with the international community and 

in coordination with the Global Plan to Stop TB 2006-2015 advocated by the 

world-renowned Stop TB Partnership group to check and to start turning around the 

growth of tuberculosis incidence by 2015, Taiwan is determined to take more active and 

effective measures to control tuberculosis. 

Strategies, Implementation Methods and Organization  

       1. Re-formulating National Tuberculosis Program 

             (1) Constructing a tuberculosis control system 

             (2) Establishment of basic management units (BMU).  

             (3) The concept of management by level.  

       2. A consensus will be reached. A set of standard operational procedures from reporting, 

diagnosis, treatment, laboratory testing, examination of contacts, case management and 

DOTS will be formulated.  

       3. A localized “Reduction of Tuberculosis by Half in Ten Years＂ plan will be 

promoted.  

             (1) Local resources will be integrated; local intelligence will be utilized.  

             (2) Annual management indexes by county and city will be formulated.  

             (3) Coordination between public health network, laboratory testing network and medical 

care network will be strengthened. 
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